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A trapdoor in every room.

An interpretation of the work of   
Gracia Haby & Louise Jennison
by Jurate Sasnaitis

We speak directly but hear ambiguously.

We see unambiguously but espy allegories.

The trapdoor can be an escape or a snare. The door may appear flush to the surface but in the 
gap between opening and closing, there is room for deceit. In the genteel murder mysteries of 
Agatha Christie, a life of grace and decorum harbours underlying wickedness. The surface bears 
little resemblance to reality.

This is the story of Gracia & Louise becoming the Agatha-authors of their visual text. The Agatha-
verse offers such comfort because it is instantly recognisable, a nostalgic hankering for the past, 
a Robert Browning kind of world, where it is yet possible to think:

The year ‘s at the spring, 
And day ‘s at the morn; 
Morning ‘s at seven; 
The hill-side ‘s dew-pearl’d; 
The lark ‘s on the wing;    
The snail ‘s on the thorn; 
God ‘s in His heaven— 
All ‘s right with the world!

Of course, NOTHING’s right with the world! The spring neither rains nor buds, the dawn’s smogged 
in, the hillside’s eroded and the lark’s extinct — or if not the lark then some-lark, the many-larks 
— the snail’s irradiated. Is God dead? NO nothin’ is ok at all! Gracia & Louise would beguile us 
with a collage of delightful phrases, of postcards found and invented, of etchings and drawings. 
Our eye is caught by the pretty surface, but before our mind has a chance to turn aside, we are 
struck... the people long gone, the animals extinct, the birds entangled in fine wire, even those 
strange mechanical creatures, motorcycles, like screeching, raucous gulls with plumage ascribed 
to them that they have never owned.

The Gracia-Louise-Agatha-verse is the world inverted; a sad, mad, bad snapshot made palatable 
by the delicacy of line, the subtlety of tone, the charm of juxtaposition. But beware, don’t let 
your eye be deceived. Allow my warning to come from yet another alternative universe, the 
Buffy-verse:

From beneath you, it devours.
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The other stuff on the wall

52 thaumatropes
Louise Jennison  
Double sided circular drawings. Watercolour and pencil on Aquarelle Arches 100% 
pure cotton hot pressed 300gsm paper, 2007. 
{All works $50 each}

If all the stars go out, I’ll follow my nose home.
Gracia Haby  
Artists’ book. Four colour lithographic offset print on Aquarelle Arches 100% pure 
cotton hot pressed 300gsm paper. Bound by Louise Jennison in cotton paper with ink 
stamp. Printed by Redwood Prints. Edition of 10, 2007. 
{$350 for an edition of 6 prints housed in a slip case.}
* The slip cases can be seen on the perspex plynth by the window.

All the discarded things, mended.
Gracia Haby  
Artists’ book. Four colour lithographic offset print on Aquarelle Arches 100% pure 
cotton hot pressed 300gsm paper. Bound by Louise Jennison in cotton paper with ink 
stamp. Printed by Redwood Prints. Edition of 10, 2007. 
{$400 for an edition of 10 prints housed in a slip case.} 
* The slip cases can be seen on the perspex plynth by the window.

I’ve been here before, I
Gracia Haby & Louise Jennison  
Watercolour, pencil and collage on Fabriano traditional white  604gsm paper, 2007.  
{$200} 
 
I’ve been here before, II
Louise Jennison
Watercolour and pencil on Fabriano traditional white  604gsm paper, 2007. 
{$200}
 
The other stuff on the table

Rouen: Just passing through
Gracia Haby  
Artists’ book. A book of single colour, postcard images, Rouen, originally published 
in Paris as part of the series, France - Pittoresque & Monumentale, has been reworked 
with elements of collage, pastel and pencil, 2007. 
{$200}



Huge thanks to all at Imp for making this exhibition possible. Super gigantic thanks to Elaine 
& Peter Haby, Susan & John Jennison, and Louise Weaver, for the many, countless things. 
An extra thank you we send also to Jurate Sasnaitis for her wordy brilliance. And to Shari 
Altman and Carolyn Fraser, we sing great thanks for the postcards you have sent our way. 
 
Thanks to all our friends & family... that means you, and you, and you.

Find your place
Gracia Haby  
Artists’ book. Colour lithographic offset print on Aquarelle Arches 100% pure cotton 
hot pressed 300gsm paper. 22 page, concertina, bound by Louise Jennison. Printed by 
Redwood Prints. Edition of 10, 2007.  
{$250 each}

Don’t get around much anymore
Louise Jennison  
Colour lithographic offset print hand coloured with pencil  on Aquarelle Arches 
100% pure cotton hot pressed 300gsm paper. 15 cards with small envelope. Printed by 
Redwood Prints. Edition of 10, 2007.  
{$150 each}

Coins in every fountain.


